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Newspaper Clips 
January 25, 2012 

A cultural symphony  
Shilpa Raina (TOI, Jan 25, 2012) 

    Sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan’s compositions enthralled the audience at the inaugural session of Spic 
Macay’s festival series at the IIT, Delhi. The perfect synchronisation of chords and strings with equal support 
from the tabla, led to a series of thumris, taranas, Raag Saraswati and even the devotional song “Vaishnav Jan 
To”.  
    The Padma Vibhushan winner, who kept filing his nails during the three hour long concert, said, “To bring 
out human expression through music, I have to file my nails after every act because finger-nails produce 
different sound than fingers.” And while the compositions kept flowing one after another, he regularly 
interacted with the audience and informed them about various aspects of music. “All over the world, music 
speaks only one language – the language of seven notes. So, whether you hear a good song or a bad one, the 
basic remains the same, the seven notes,” he said.  
    The festival series that celebrates classical music, dance and folk will take place in various cities till April. 
According to Parikshit Sharma, secretary, Spic Macay, IIT Delhi, the series is all about promoting and 
educating college students about the rich Indian culture. Hence the focus always remains on India’s rich culture 
and heritage. “It is a part of our policy that the festival inauguration should only be opened by a Padma award 
winner. We are very clear that the entire 10-day festival should be a holistic experience of knowing various 
aspects of our culture. So, the first five days of the fest have intensive vocal events, followed by a movie 
screening, then crafts or dance workshop, concluded by a trip to a remote place,” Sharma said.  
 

 
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan                                                              RV Shevgaonkar Najma Heptulla  
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Let’s believe in INDIA (TOI, Jan 25, 2012) 

On January 26, 1950, we the people of India made a pact with ourselves — to achieve liberty, 
equality and justice for all its citizens. Much has been achieved in the past 62 years, though 
there is still a long way to go before we call ourselves a developed nation. There is hope and 
self-belief among the young, as our special Republic Day survey shows. How can we make 
India a better country by the end of this decade?  

A P J Abdul Kalam  

 
I have seen three Indias in my life. The first one was the country of my childhood — a nation ruled by a foreign 
colonial power. It was a country struggling for independence. That country had a vision for independence which 
was led by great mass leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.  
    After we got independence in 1947, I witnessed another India. That India was independent but it still strived 
for recognition as it recuperated from the injustices of the colonial rule that lasted for more than a century. It 
was an India of hopes and dreams. It was an India that dreamt of having self-sufficiency in food, a strong 
economy and a position of respect in the international arena, which it really deserved. Many leaders, scientists, 
servicemen and social reformers worked very hard to build the newly independent nation through economic 
development coupled with social equity and democracy.  
    Then I saw the third phase of India, an era which belongs to present-day youth. Now, India is a land of 
opportunities, growth at previously unimaginable rates, a strong workforce and technological leadership. Six 
decades back, few would have dared to imagine that a nation of such diversity — often termed by some as an 
experiment in democracy — would eventually find its place amongst the top economies of the world. Who 
would have imagined that one day India would have worldclass educational institutions and it would be the first 
country to discover water on the lunar surface.  
    The three Indias I have lived in and witnessed are quite different from each other. We have come a long way 
since 1950, when we became a republic. Of course, there are still many important issues such as poverty, 
illiteracy and corruption that need to be addressed.  
    The Indian economy was growing at an average of 9% per annum till 2008. In 2009-10, our economy was 
affected by global  
economic turbulence, but still it managed to grow at more than 7% at a time when many other countries were 
facing recession. Even in the last quarter of 2011, with the economic scenario in the US and Europe looking 
quite bleak, India grew at 7%. In the present circumstances, I often ask myself what type of innovation is 
needed to enrich the Indian economy and make other world economies better. I have been talking about this 
important issue with many experts including those from the Indian Institutes of Management.  
    On the basis of these discussions, I believe that our economy will not be affected by the current financial 
crisis. India will escape this turbulence because of the following reasons:  
    The liberalization process in India has its checks and balances which are consistent with the unique social 
requirements of the country  
    The Indian banking system has always been conservative which has protected from the global crisis The 
Indian psyche is generally savings oriented and living within one’s means is part of our mindset The purchasing 
power of the 350-millionstrong Indian middle class While developed nations are in turmoil, in India sectors 
such automobile, cement and financial services have been posting significant gains. We have reached a level of 
development where innovation has become part of our thinking. Now we need to apply this thinking to 
rejuvenate the agricultural sector. It’s time to make value addition to the agriculture sector and to small- and 
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mediumscale industries and enterprises so that they can all make greater contribution to India’s growing GDP.  
    I foresee tremendous possibilities for creating new markets and jobs. This can  
be done by tapping the potential of the rural population and by creating more employment in the countryside. 
There is huge potential for what I call public-private-citizen (PPC) partnerships and international cooperation in 
these areas.  
    India’s performance in information technology, pharmaceuticals, small-scale industries and infrastructure has 
given a new dimension to our economy. With a credible legal framework , robust banking and financial system, 
skilled manpower and a dynamic 600-million-strong workforce, India has become an attractive proposition for 
the global order.  
    At the domestic level, India is focusing on bringing sustainable development to its people through rural and 
urban infrastructure, quality education, healthcare, environmental upgradation, efficiency in public 
institutions for better and enhanced delivery of essential services on time, reforms in the financial system for 
better global integration and a proactive regulatory system.  
    All this is critical to India becoming a truly global player. More than 60 years of democratic vibrancy — 
which has provided good leadership to the nation -- gives us confidence to manage socio-economic turbulence. 
It also helps us in providing leadership to 1.2 billion people in a democratic, multicultural, multi-linguistic and 
multi-religious environment.  
    With such a positive outlook, here is how I visualize India in the year 2020. Eight years from now, India will 
be a nation, where  
    The rural-urban divide is reduced to a thin line  
    There is equitable distribution and adequate access to energy and quality water  
    Agriculture, industry and service sectors work together in symphony  
    Education is not denied to any meritorious candidate because of social or economic discrimination  
    The writer was President of India from 2002 to 2007. He is the author of ‘India 2020: A Vision for the 
New Millennium’  
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A YOUNG CITIZEN’S IDEA OF INDIA At a painting competition in 2007, where school children were 
asked to imagine 'India in 2020', R Dhanush, a student of a Mysore school, saw it as a "totally developed 
country"  
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SURE, WE CAN (TOI, Jan 25, 2012) 

Republic of HOPE  

Most young Indians feel patriotic about the Parade, bullish about the country’s future and confident about 
themselves. But some problems of the present need fixing, finds our survey  

Shankar Raghuraman | TIG  
 
    India’s metropolitan youth are gung‐ho about the country’s future and that’s largely because of their immense belief 
in themselves. That’s the clear finding from an eight‐city poll conducted exclusively for TOI in the run‐up to Republic 
Day.  
    Almost three‐fourths of all those polled felt India would be a developed country by 2020, or in less than a decade. 
With 61% also saying that the country’s biggest strength was its “youth power”, it’s evident what this optimism is based 
on.  
    The belief that India would be developed by the end of the decade was particularly strong in cities like Chennai and 
Ahmedabad, understandable perhaps given the fact that they are in states doing much better than the national average. 
Against the overall figure of 73%,  
90% in Ahmedabad and 86% in Chennai felt India would be a developed nation by 2020. At the other end of the 
spectrum, only 43% of Delhi’s respondents held that view.  
    There were differences across cities also on the issue of which is India’s biggest strength. While 61% overall picked 
youth power, 16% each opted for “emerging economy” and “democracy” and 7% for “soft power”. In Kolkata, however, 
the biggest chunk felt democracy was the nation’s key strength. Chennai had 24% saying the economy was the crucial 
factor, a larger proportion than in any other city.  
    How about the biggest weakness? Predictably, given the mood of the moment, corruption emerged as easily the 
biggest, with 60% citing it. The large population was seen by 25% as the most serious concern, poor education standards 
by 10% and poor infrastructure by 6%. While the cities by and large agreed on the rankings of these weaknesses, a much 
larger number of people in Kolkata saw poor standards of education as the worst problem.  
    Given this view on what is the biggest weakness, it is perhaps not very surprising that Anna Hazare should have 
emerged as the leading response when asked who people saw as the “ideal citizen”. An impressive 41%picked him. Even 
an icon like Sachin Tendulkar came a distant second with only 17% choosing him, an indication also perhaps of the 
disillusionment with our cricketing stars given the disappointing performance during the ongoing tour of Australia.  
    Prime Minister Manmohan Singh can draw heart from the fact that he was in third place with 8% and the only 
politician to figure in the top five. The others in that exclusive club were businessmen N R Narayana Murthy and Mukesh 
Ambani, both getting 7% of the respondents voting for them.  
    On what constitutes the biggest threat to India’s democracy, views across cities were more sharply divided than on 
any of the other questions posed in the survey. Overall, 44% saw dynastic politics as the bane, 31% picked money and 
muscle power as the biggest threat, 15% cited attacks on civil society and 10% pointed towards attempts to muzzle the 
freedom of expression.  
    In Delhi (44%) and Chennai (45%), however, the use of money and muscle power was seen as the most serious threat 
and the national capital also saw attacks on civil society as the second biggest danger. Interestingly, among Mumbai 
respondents an unusually high 64% were most worried about the spectre of dynastic politics.  
    If you thought the Republic Day parade is a spectacle that has lost its sheen, think again. Asked how they respond to 
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the parade an amazing 88% of all those polled said it makes them feel proud to be Indians,only 6% said it is a waste of 
money and a similar proportion said they see it as just another holiday.  
    This was a question on which the degree of unanimity across cities was particularly high. In none of the eight cities did 
less than 73% of the respondents say the parade made them feel proud to be Indians, while the highest proportion of 
95% was in Pune.  
    The poll was conducted exclusively for TOI by Ipsos, a leading global market research agency, in Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Pune, the only cities in India with populations above 5 million.  
    Those polled were from the socioeconomic categories (SEC) A and A‐plus and were in the age group 18 to 35. Men 
and women were equally represented in the sample of 813 respondents, which included at least 100 from each of the 
eight cities covered by the poll. 

 
 

 


